
Do you know this person? 

 

˝Poland is the country of Chopin! ̋  - is something I hear in Japan very often. There’s no doubt 

that among all Poles in the history, Chopin is the one best known here. This is usually followed 

by: ˝Are there any other famous polish people, except Chopin? ˝ Of course there are and I 

bet you know at least few of them already!  

 

This time I’d like to introduce to you some famous polish people: welcome to the polish VIP 

zone! Part 1: famous scientists. The list below is not a ranking.  

 

1. Nicolas Copernicus 1473-1543 

Copernicus was genius astronomer who formulated a model of the universe that placed the 

Sun, not the Earth, at the center of the universe, refuting the geocentric theory which was 

widely accepted since ancient times. His heliocentric theory was published in 1543 in ˝On the 

Revolutions of the Celestial Spheres˝. ˝Copernicus stopped the Sun and moved the Earth˝ is 

a famous saying in Poland.  

 

2. Ignacy Łukasiewicz 1822 – 1882 

Łukasiewicz is most famous for inventing the modern kerosene lamp and then introduction 

of the first modern street lamp in Europe in 1853. He was not only an inventor, but also an 

engineer and businessman credited as a pioneer who built in1856 the world’s first modern oil 

refinery, thus he is sometimes referred to as ˝Polish Sheikh˝.  

 

3. Maria Skłodowska –Curie 

Maria Skłodowska was a great physicist and chemist who conducted pioneering research on 

radioactivity. She was the first woman to win the Nobel Prize in 1903, and is the only woman 

to win the Nobel prize twice (second time in 1911). She was also the first woman to become 

a professor at the University of Paris. Considering these achievements, it isn’t an exaggeration 

to say Marie Curie was probably one of the most – if not the most -  influential woman in the 

XXth century.  

 

4. Ludwik Hirszfeld 1884 – 1954 

Hirszfeld was a microbiologist and serologist who is considered as a co-discoverer of the 

inheritance of AB0 blood types and in 1928. Given this fact the so called Blood Type 

Personality Theory was first introduced in Japan, I thought that Hirszfeld deserves more 

attention here, don’t you think?  



 

5. Aleksander Wolszczan 1946 –  

Wolszczan is an astronomer who co-discovered the first extrasolar planets and pulsar planets 

in 1992, sometimes called the second Copernicus. Educated in Torun, he left Poland in 1982. 

After conducting research studies on Cornell University and Princeton University, he became 

a professor at Pennsylvania State University. American ˝Astronomy˝ magazine considers 

Wolszczan as one of the 25 most important astronomers in the history, among Galileo, 

Copernicus and others.  

 

 


