
Special mission 

 

Hi everybody! 

 

This time I’d like to tell you about my special mission!  

 

I arrived in Kaminoyama in early August, probably the hottest time of the year in Japan. To 

be honest, I didn’t know much about Kaminoyama. I knew it’s around 300km north from 

Tokyo so I thought the summers are not really hot. Plus, Yamagata prefecture is known for 

cold and snowy winters. I was wrong! As I got off Shinkansen bullet train in Kaminoyama 

Onsen station I literally started boiling from the heat and humidity! Turns out, the mountains 

around the town are creating this little basin of heat in the summer (or bonchi as Japanese 

call it).  

 

I’m the first ever CIR in Kaminoyama. The scope of CIR’s responsibilities are quite vast. They 

involve cultural and sport exchange, visits at local schools, translations, public speeches and 

of course participation in events organised locally. Indeed, it’s all part of my job, however, I 

came here with a special mission too! 

 

This special mission is to work towards Kaminoyama becoming the best host town so the 

polish team has wonderful experience training here before the 2020 Tokyo Olympic Games. 

What I always personally admired is the idea behind the Olympics of bringing together people 

of different cultures in the atmosphere of peace. I hope that together with the local community 

we will be able to create this special atmosphere of diversity in Kaminoyama.  

 

The preparations have already kicked off and the whole Sport Promotion Section of the City 

Hall is working hard to make sure everything will be ready for next year. There is a lot of 

planning to be done in advance, from things concerning the accommodation to the food that 

will be served to the athletes. Some improvements are being done at the Athletes Village in 

Zao Bodaira, for example at the circuit grounds. A hot spring site is under construction as well, 

so when the Poles will come next year in July they will be able to enjoy the onsen right next to 

the training hall.  

So far the preparations are going according to the plan… 

 

If you’d be interested in organising cultural exchange event with CIR attending or would like 

to know more about Poland or its language and culture, please see the link below for details 



https://www.city.kaminoyama.yamagata.jp/uploaded/life/20717_47847_misc.pdf 

 

We also have Instagram account up and running now– please follow us!   

You can access it here: https://www.instagram.com/beyond_themountains/ 

 

Till next time!  

Hanna  

 


